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Our Conservation Work

.
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Å SOS Puffin 

Å Island biosecurity

Å Species monitoring 

Å Restoration Forth 

Å Marine pollution

Å Marine policy & advocacy 



Why are seabirds struggling?  
70% of Scottish seabird species are in decline, facing a range of pressures

.
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Å Climate change 

Å Unsustainable fishing

Å Marine pollution  

Å Invasive species 

Å Marine industry and developments

Å Disease   



Climate Crisis & Seabirds
 Climate change is the greatest long-term threat to seabirds

.
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Å Sea surface temperatures around the UK show a 
significant warming trend of around 0.3°C per 
decade over the last 40 years. This has huge 
impacts ocean ecosystems, including causing 
changes in the distribution of fish. 

Å More frequent extreme weather events impacting 
seabird mortality and breeding success. 



Offshore Wind
Offshore wind plays a vital role in decarbonising our electricity system and helping to 
address climate change

.

Challenges for seabirds:

Å Collision with the turbines 
Å Displacement from foraging areas within the 

development site
Å Barrier effects (avoidance behaviour in flight 

to/from foraging and breeding areas)
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Offshore Wind ς Our Position 

.

Offshore renewables play a vital role in tackling 
the climate emergency and building a clean, 
green energy industry in Scotland. 

But they must be developed in harmony with 
nature. We need the right type of technology, at 
the right scale, and in the right place.
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What is Berwick Bank? 

.

Berwick Bank is an offshore wind development 
ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ƻŦŦ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ 9ŀǎǘ ŎƻŀǎǘΦ Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
potential to deliver up to 4.1 GW of installed 
capacity, making it one of the largest offshore 
developments in the world.

It will lie approximately 47.6 km offshore of the 
East Lothian coastline and 37.8 km from the 
coastline at St Abbs.



Where is Berwick Bank Planned?

.
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Berwick Bank
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΚ

.

The evidence presented by the developer in the Environmental 
Impact Assessment shows that the proposed development will 
have an Adverse Effect On the Integrity (AEOI) of several seabird 
species and across several Special Protection Areas (SPAs). 

Predicted impacts may amount to 4104 seabirds killed each 
year, and 143,640 seabirds killed during the project's lifespan 
(35 years). 



Berwick Bank
Our response

.
We have been working independently and with 
partners for several years to oppose this 
development, due to its immense predicted 
ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ŦƻǊ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǎŜŀōƛǊŘǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎΥ 

Å Formal objection 
Å Letters to ministers 
Å Public campaigns 
Å Press releases and interviews 
Å Engagement and events 
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NTS cares for 129 heritage properties which include:
Å76,000 ha of some of the wildest and most spectacular 

countryside in Scotland
Å46 Munroes

Å8 National Nature Reserves
Å45 Sites of Special Scientific Interest

ÅThe UKɅs only natural and cultural World Heritage Site (St 
Kilda)

ÅOver 400 islands
ÅThe nest sites of over 1 million breeding seabirds (more 

than any other single organisation  in the UK



Threats

Overfishing
Starvation 
Pollution
Plastics
Avian flu 
By-catch

Predation by invasive predators 
Disturbance 




