craft

Popcorn garland
Dried orange slices
Cinnamon stick bundles
Pine cone trees

4 Christmas decorations

What do I need?
Oranges

Knife

A large tray

Cinnamon sticks Popcorn

Needle, thread
and scissors

Ribbon or twine Pine cones

White paint and a
fine paint brush
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Firstly, to make a
popcorn garland, tie
a knot in the end of
your thread. Thread
the needle and begin
to thread the
popcorn pieces onto
the thread by
passing the needle
through the centre
of each piece.

To make dried orange slices, take a
couple of large oranges. With great
care (and adult supervision for
children) use a sharp knife to cut thin,
even slices (about 2 or 3 mm thick).
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Keep threading on the popcorn pieces, gently
pushing them closely together. Optionally, you
could intersperse the popcorn with dried
cranberries, bay leaves or other natural items.
Finish off with another knot.
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Dab each slice with a cloth or kitchen roll
to remove excess moisture. Lay each slice
flat on the tray (which can be lined with
absorbent paper). Once you have all your
slices laid out flat, place the tray in a
warm dry place, like an airing cupboard,
for couple of weeks, until slices are dry.
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To make the
cinnamon stick
bundles, wrap
your twine,
wool or ribbon
tightly around
five cinnamon
sticks. Start and
finish off with a
knot or bow.
To make the pine cone
trees, simply take a few
clean, dry pine cones
and add ‘snow-tips’
using white paint.
Optionally, add on
additional colour or
decoration, such as a
paper star at the top.

These decorations can
be added to wreaths or
Christmas trees, as well
as placed on surfaces
like window sills and
mantle pieces. Have fun
making them and...

Merry Christmas!
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You can add embellishments of your choice—
from a simple loop for hanging the decoration
up, to a bow or a festive feature like the piece of
star anise in the photo.
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You can either use the
pine cone trees as they
are or you could attach
a loop of thread and
hang them on the
Christmas tree.
Alternatively, make a
stand from a cork or
small piece of wood.

