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Gannets on the Bass July-September
It has been a very busy year on the Bass Rock, with a population of over 120,000 gannets.  This is what happened during the past couple of months:

The chicks grew rapidly and by July some were as big as their parents, and almost too big to fit in the nest! After 6 weeks of sitting on their single egg, the young gannets became parents for the first time and older birds possibly for the 20th time! The gannets live for around 40 years so it is possible for a pair to have up to 25 chicks in their lifetime. 

August was the month that all those cute fluffy chicks suddenly started to look more like adults.  The young birds spent hours preening – pulling the down off their new feathers.  As their juvenile plumage fell out, it was replaced by almost black with white spots, the only bit they couldn’t reach was their head. So although they are the same shape as the adult gannets, they look very different! The parents were still feeding the chicks, as it takes a lot of energy to grow a whole new set of feathers.

It’s in September that our young gannets will take the first steps on a journey of discovery and adventure. The next few weeks will be the most important days in their lives. Their jumping off the Bass Rock may start with a graceful glide, but usually ends with a panicked plummet towards the sea and a crash landing. Once sitting on the sea there is nothing to do but swim, learn to fish and diet, until they are light enough to fly. After flying and swimming the 3-8,000km to West Africa they will spend the rest of the year learning new skills.














