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Gannets on the Bass – April-June
It’s Easter time, which coincides with the laying of the gannets single egg. Eggs are laid mid to late April. The single egg is white, but soon becomes stained brown from the mud and seaweed. Both the male and female take turns to incubate the egg, with each shift lasting around 30 - 37 hours! Unlike most birds, the egg is incubated underneath the birds’ feet, with the webs wrapped around the egg to keep it safe and warm. We now have to wait 42 - 43 days from when the egg was laid until the chick hatches.

May is the month when the gannets sit patiently on their single white egg, which was laid last month. Most birds only perform courtship display for a short period in spring but if you watch the gannets you’ll see that they display throughout the breeding season. The gannets are very aggressive towards other gannets and will often attack their mate when he or she drops in from the sky to take their turn to incubate. Usually they recognise them after a few seconds and the aggressive behaviour changes to beak fencing, which means  ‘you are my mate’ 

There is restlessness in the gannet colony as June begins, with a lot of shuffling around by the incubating birds. Most eggs hatch in mid June, but it’s hard to spot the chick for the first week, as its parents sit on it to keep it warm and protected from predatory gulls. The chicks are tiny, black and naked for the first few days (about the size of a frog) but by the end of the first week they’ll have grown a coat of white down. They have a huge appetite and the parents start feeding them soon after hatching on regurgitated fish (lovely!) This keeps the adults busy on fishing trips, as a hungry gannet chick needs a lot of fish.
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