
      

Around the Scottish Seabird Centre 
�
Background Information Before the visit the children should have used a sketch map of their 
school or local area and have looked for features such as shops, a church, the swing park etc. 
The children should be familiar with the language of position e.g. in front of, behind, above, to 
the left, to the right. They should have understanding of the following words: 
island, lighthouse, cliff, hill, beach, rocks, harb our .  

 
 
Activities (Key questions are identified in bold type ). 
 
·  Take the children on a short walk around the land adjacent to the Centre. End the walk by 

going out onto the Viewing Deck.  
o Using the language of position, stimulate discussion about the various physical 

and built features e.g. Can you see the harbour? Why is it there?  
o Draw attention to the hill behind the Centre. (North Berwick Law)  
o What are the “hill shaped” pieces of land in the sea?  (Islands) 
o How many islands can you spot? 
o Can you see any lighthouses? Why are they there? 
o Which island is directly in front of the Scottish S eabird Centre?  (Craigleith) 
o Compare this grassy island (favoured by puffins who dig burrows to nest) with the 

hard, nearly bare Bass Rock (favoured by gannets who need height to take off and 
land). 

 
·  Distribute the map  and task sheet. Children could work in pairs.  

o Where are we standing?  Help the children to put their finger on the Discovery 
Centre building.  

o What is the rectangular shape? (Education Centre) 
 
·  Discuss the other features on the map and help the children complethe task sheets. 

 
 
 
 



      

Find the Feature 
 

Use the words below to label the parts of the picture. 
���

island lighthouse Cliff beach rocks harbour 

 



      
 
 

Around the Scottish Seabird Centre – Map  



Colour the Map 
�
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Colour these things on your map 

 

Scottish Seabird Centre – purple  

Education Centre – brown  

Harbour – blue 

Beach – yellow 

Islands – green 

�

�
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Which two islands have a lighthouse? 
 
Draw the lighthouses on the correct 
islands. 



 

  

Around the Scottish Seabird Centre 
 
 
Background Information Before the visit children should have looked at a 
map of the area around their own school and discussed the features. They 
should have experience of reading a simple sketch map with a key. The 
children should have been introduced to the four compass points and have 
seen a compass rose. Compass points are shown on the floor of the 
Discovery Centre around the Bass Rock model. These can be used for 
reinforcement work during the visit.  
 
Resources – Activity Sheets 

Crayons/coloured pencils, pencils 
Compass 

 
Activities (Key questions are identified in bold type ) 
·  Observe from the Viewing Deck and the area outside the Seabird Centre. 

o What can you see when you look north? (looking out to sea) 
o What can you see when you look east? (towards Bass Rock) 
o What can you see when you look west? (towards Fidra) 
o What can you see when you look south? (towards the town) 
o How many islands can you see?  
o Can you see anything on the islands? (lighthouses) 

·  Look at the map. (Children could have a map each or work in pairs.)  
o Can you find the compass rose?  

·  Look at the key and discuss the symbols. 
o Can you identify some of the features shown on the key? (rocks, 

church, sandy beach etc.)  
·  Discuss land use. This can be done both by looking at the map and 

through observation. Some places are used both by people at work and for 
leisure. Some people may be playing golf but there also has to be 
someone to take the money and maintain the course.  The harbour can be 
seen from the Education Centre. There are working fishing boats and 
pleasure boats moored there.  

o Where do people work?  (Seabird Centre, shops, harbour-lookout for 
lobsterpots.) 

o Where do people go to play/relax/have fun?  (Golf course, beach, 
Seabird Centre, harbour) 

·  Complete the map using the instructions sheet.



 

Around the Scottish Seabird Centre – Map 
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Around the Scottish Seabird Centre – 
instruction sheet 

�
�

 
Can you show these things on your map of the area 

around the Seabird Centre? 

 
Colour the beaches yellow. 
 
Write names on the four islands. 
 
Draw two lighthouses on the correct islands. 
 
Put H on the harbour. 
 
Complete the compass rose. 
 
Draw a green circle on three places where people 
play. 
 
Draw a red cross on three places where people 
work. 
 



 

  

 
Bird Island  

 

 

Draw a house in B2. 
 

Draw a lighthouse in D4. 
 

Puffins nest in A2. Draw a puffin in the correct sq uare. 
 
The harbour is in C2. Draw a fishing boat in the harbour. 
 
Gannets nest in D3. Draw a gannet in the correct square. 

 
Fill in the grid references. 
 
The beach is in _ _  and _ _. 
 
The rocks are in  _ _and _ _. 
 

Complete the map of Bird Island 
 



 

  

The road starts in C2 and goes through _ _ and_ _ and _ _ and_ _ to the 
lighthouse. 
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Bird Island  
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Where Shall We Go? 
�

Stand beside the model of the Bass Rock. Find the c ompass 
points marked on the floor. Complete the table at t he foot of 
the page. The first one has been done for you.  
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From To Direction 

Survival Seabird Watch North 

Seabirds Live! Built for the Job  

What are Seabirds? High Rise Living  

The Isle of May The Entrance  

Built for the Job The Isle of May  

High Rise Living What are Seabirds?  

Seabird Watch  South 

Seabird Watch 
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Entrance 
Seabirds Live 

What are seabirds? 

High Rise Living 

Built for the Job 

Isle of May 
Survival 



 

  

Birds Around the Bass 
�
Cut out the picture of the Bass Rock and glue it in the centre of a 
piece of A4 paper. Next cut out the birds and place them around 
the Bass Rock following the compass directions. When you have 
done this, glue them in position. 
 

Shag – north of the Bass Rock 

Tern – south-east of the Bass Rock 

Gannet – south of the Bass Rock 

Flying puffin – south-west of the Bass Rock 

Cormorant – north-west of the Bass Rock 

Standing puffin – north-east of the Bass Rock 

Gull – west of the Bass Rock 

Guillemot – east of the Bass Rock 
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Find the Features 
�
Stand by the benches outside the front entrance.  
Add the following features to the map: 
·  The Isle of May 
·  The Bass Rock 
·  The paddling pool 
·  North Berwick Law 
 
 
Look around and find the features in the key below. Use the 
symbols and draw them on the map. 
�

 
 
 
 
 
 

         

Church 
with 
tower 

Church 
with 
spire 

Car 
park 

Life 
boat 
building 

Trees Road Golf 
course  

Light 
house 

Rocks Sand 
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SSC harbour 



 

  

 

Match the Map 
A map is an aerial view of an area.  It shows a view from above – a bird’s eye view. There are many different 
types of map e.g. 
A Tourist Map  is a map which shows places of interest that a tourist might visit. 
A Road Map is a map which a motorist would use to plan and make a journey. 
A Street Map  is a map which a pedestrian might use to find their way around a town or city.   
�
Here are examples of these three different types of maps showing the area around the Seabird Centre.  The labels have become 
muddled up.  Which map is which?  Draw lines to match the map to the correct label. 
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Street Map Tourist Map Road Map 

Use the correct map to answer these questions: 
 
1. List three tourist attractions. 
2. Which road leads to the Scottish Seabird Centre? 
3. What is the number of the main road from Dirleton to North Berwick� �


