
 

Life in the Rockpool  
 
SOCIAL STUDIES (People, place and environment)  
By exploring a natural environment different from my own, I can discover how the physical 
features influence the variety of living things.          SOC 1-13b 
 
SCIENCES (Planet Earth)  
I can explore food examples of food chains and show an appreciation of how plants and animals 
depend on each other for food.       SCN 1-02a 
 
Background Information There are two rockpool tanks in the Discovery Centre.  
Close observation of these during the visit will allow the children to become 
familiar with the plants and animals which are to be found in the pools adjacent to 
the Centre. Children will be able to question staff about the conditions needed to 
keep the creatures healthy. Discussion about what constitutes a responsible 
attitude towards the rockpool environment should be pursued. This preparation 
will enhance the children’s experience of a rockpool ramble before or after their 
visit. 
 
Resources – Prepared questions about rockpool care 
          Clipboards and pencils 
 
Activities  (Key questions are identified in bold type ) 
 
·  Before coming on the visit explain to the children that they will see a rockpool 

tank at the Seabird Centre.   
·  Have a  discussion with the children about the problems of keeping creatures 

in captivity.  
·  Explore issues about the welfare of the animals. e.g.  

o Why are visitors not encouraged to handle the crabs and other 
creatures? 

o Why is a rockpool tank particularly difficult to look after? 
o What particular requirements do rockpool creatures have? 

·  Suggest to the children that they use their visit to the Centre as an opportunity 
to find out. Help them to prepare questions to ask the Centre staff. A small 
group could be responsible for each question. Encourage them to consider:  

o Water (saltiness/temperature) 
o Feeding 
o Cleaning 
o Restocking (protection of the rock pool habitat)  

·  After the visit the children could use their answers to participate in an oral 
report or to create an annotated collage of a rockpool tank. 
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Rockpool Residents  
 
 

Which of these plants and animals would you find in 
the rockpools outside the Scottish Seabird Centre? 
 
Use red to colour those which belong. 
  
Use blue  to colour those which do not. 
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I can observe living things and record information about them.�

              �  �  �  

starfish 

 

limpet 

 
 

crab 

 

anemone 

�
�

frog 

�
�

butterfly 

 

dolphin 

 
 

seaweed 

 

mussel 

�
�
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Animal or Plant?  
 

Stand in front of the rockpool tank and watch 
carefully.  You will see many different kinds of living 
things. The magnifying glasses will help you see them 
clearly. Can you tell which are the plants and which 
are the animals? Talk to your teacher about it.  
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�
�

 

Back at school:  
Colour the plants green  and the animals red.  



 

Rockpool Ramble!  
 
Look at the information panel about the creatures in the rockpool 
tank. Draw lines to match each creature to its name.  
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Look carefully at the creatures in the tank. The magnifying glass 
will help! Then use the tally chart to record the number of each that 
you can spot.  

 How Many? 

common prawn  
 

shore crab  
 

sea anemone  
 

starfish  
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common prawn 
 
 

shore crab 
 
 

sea anemone 
 
 

starfish 

Back at school : 
Make a graph to show the different numbers of creatures that 
you counted.  
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Fill the Tank!  
�

Primary 3 visited the Scottish Seabird Centre and were 
surprised to see so many different kinds of creatures in the 
rockpool tank. They counted them and made a graph. 
�

Rockpool Tank Creatures

0 1 2 3 4 5

crab

starfish

prawn

anemone

�
 
Draw the creatures they saw in the tank below. 
First make them feel at home by adding some gravel, 
rocks and seaweed of your own! 
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Survival in the Rockpool  
�

 
The creatures that live in the rockpools have to be 

tough to survive.  Every day the tide goes out but the 
creatures need to stay wet to stay alive.  The animals 

have to survive being pounded by the waves when the sea is 
rough so they need to hold on to the rocks or find a way to escape. 
They all cope in different ways! Draw a sketch in each box and 
then complete the sentences using the words below. 
 

Shore crab 

My tough shell _______ me 

from drying out.  I can ____ 

myself to avoid being _______ 

away.  

Sea anemone 

I stick myself to the rock with 

my large _______. To stop me 

from ______ out, I fold in my 

_______ when the ____ goes 

out. 

Starfish 

I grip the rock with my tiny 

____  feet. I search for a 

_____, wet crevice when the 

tide goes ___. 

�
bury   sucker  tube   shady  

 tentacles  protects   out   

drying  washed   tide 
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Rockpool Word Search  
 

Hidden in the word search are the names of some of the animals 
that you can find in the rockpools around the Scottish Seabird 
Centre. Search horizontally, vertically, diagonally and backwards to 
find them. 
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l e l c a n  r a b 
t i x s h r i m p 
y d m u s s e l m 
k t w p k r n s y 
e n o m e n a z n 
b p f l c t a w n 
h s i f r a t s e 
u v d p p o f a l 
s h o r e c r a b 
h y t a a q a j m 
b f s w z n f m I 
k f t n k l e h w  

shore crab  limpet   mussel 
prawn   shrimp   whelk 
starfish   anemone  barnacle  


